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SUBAIECT: - PRESIDENT CHOI RESIGNS

REF: SEOUL 10543 (ROYAL) P
1. (U) PRESIDENT CHOI KYU HAH (M"R: CH'OE KYU-HA) RESI
AS PRESIDE)PI" JF THE ROK AT 10:00 AUGUST 16. H W

SUCCEEDED BY fiCTING PRIME MINI
PAK CHUhGtIUN) UNT

ISTER PARK CHOONG HDON (M"R:
U TIL PE RENT SUCCESSOR CAN B CHOSEN

FOR UNIFICATION. WE ARETHE NATIONAL CONFERENCE
FULL TEXTS OF PRESIDENT CHOI'5 TELEVISED

STATEMEF T OF TODAY WHI
l-IOfv+TATEMENT, AND ACTING PRESIDENT PA RK S

CH WAS RELEASED BY THE MINISTRY OF
THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SPEECHESR AIAO ONFORMATION.

2. (U) PRESIDENT CHOI'5 SPEECH:

PAGE 02 SEOUL 10557 160344Z

--HE ACCEPTS RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE KWANGAIU,

--THE SITUATION HAS NOW IMPROVED SUFFICIENTLY,
'WITH THE CREATION OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR
NATIONAL SECURITY MEASURES, THE BEGINNING OF
AN ECONOMIC UPTURN, AND MILITARY ACTION TO GET
THE SECURITY SITUATION IN HAND, THAT HE IS
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FREE TO RESIGN.

--CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION ANO POLITICAL DEVELOP-
MENT WILL PROCEED.

-"SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE U. S. AND COOPERA-

TION WITH OTHER FRIENDLY NATIONS SUCH AS JAPAN

WILL CONTINUE.

3. (U) ACTING PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT:

""HE RESPECTS THE PATRIOTISM AND COURAGE OF CHOI'S
DECISION.

--CO+FUSION ANO IRRESPONSIBLE AGITATION LAST
SPRING. MADE THE MAY l7 EXTENSION OF MARTIAL LAW

IKMLI.ABLE AND LED TO THE TRAGEDY OF KWANGJU.

"-PROGRAMS UNDER THE RESOLUTE LEADERSHIP OF CHUN

DQQ-HW74 (M-R: CHON TU-HWAN) ARE ALREADY RESTORING
POLITICAL ANO SOCIAL STABILITY.

--PARK'S FIRST PRIORITY AS PRESIDENT WILL BE TO
FNFURF THAT THE INTEREGNUM BETWEEN CHOI ANO HIS
PERlllkVENT SUCCESSOR IS AS SHORT AS POSSIBLE.

UNGLASSSED

363
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(NO DATE FOR THE NCU VDTE WAS SET. )

--ELECTION OF A NEW PPESIOENT UNDER THE EXISTING
CONSTITUTION IS THE CONSENSUS OF THE PEOPLE.

4. (LOU( COMMENT: THE PRESIDENT SPOKE IN CALM UNEMOTIONAL

TONES. ORE FSN WHO SAW THE TV BROADCAST SAID THAT CHOI

LOOKED 'ALMOST HAPPY. " MONLJO

mli53tflB

PAGE NO. 2


